












b. REVIEW OF ZONING BYLAW SECTION: 
a. 5400. Site Plan Review 





5430. Preparation of Plans. 
Applicants are invited to submit a pre-application sketch of the proposed project to the Planning 
Board and to schedule a comment period at a regular meeting of the board. Site Plans shall be 
submitted on 24" x 36" sheets. Plans shall be prepared by a Registered Professional Engineer, 
Registered Land Surveyor, Architect, or Landscape Architect, as appropriate. Dimensions and 
scales shall be adequate to determine that all requirements are met and to make a complete 
analysis and evaluation of the proposal. All plans shall have a minimum scale ofll" = 40' .! ........... _ ... -·· Commented [KE3]: This is tl1e standard scale used. 

5440. Contents of Plan. 
The contents of the site plan are as follows: 

5441. Six (6) separate plans prepared at a scale ofjone (l") inch equals hventy (20') feet I __ ... -·· Commented [KE4]: Reflect standard scale? 

or such other scale as may be approved by the Planning Board. The plans are as follows : 

a. Locus plan, at a scale of one (I") inch equals one hundred ( I 00') feet, showing the 
entire project and its relation to existing areas, buildings and roads for a distance of one 
thousand (1,000') feet from the project boundaries or such other distance as may be 
approved or required by the planning board. 

b. Site layout, which shall contain the boundaries of the lot(s) in the proposed 
development, proposed structures, drives, parking, fences, walls, walks, outdoor lighting, 
loading facilities, and areas for snow storage after plowing. 

c. Topography and drainage plan, which shall contain the existing and proposed 
final topography at two (2') foot intervals and plans for handling stormwater drainage. 

d. Utility plan, which shall include all facilities for refuse and sewerage disposal or 
storage of all wastes, the location of all hydrants, fire alarm and fire fighting facilities on 
and adjacent to the site, and all wetlands including floodplain areas. 

e. Architectural plan, which shall include the ground floor plan and architectural 
elevations of all proposed buildings and a color rendering. 

f. Landscaping plan, showing the limits of work, existing tree lines, and all 
proposed landscape features and improvements including screening, planting areas with 
size and type of stock for each shrub or tree, and including proposed erosion control 
measures and all proposed recreational facilities and open space areas. 

5442. The site plan shall be accompanied by a written statement indicating the estimated 
time required to complete the proposed project and any and all phases thereof. There 
!shall be submitted a written estimatd,_ showing in detail_the costs of all site im_provements ___ ... -··i Commented [KESJ: \%y? To set a bond 

planned. 

5443. A written summary of the contemplated projects shall be submitted with the site 
plan indicating, where appropriate, the number of dwelling units to be built and the 



acreage in residential use, the evidence of compliance with parking and off-street loading 
requirements, the forms of ownership contemplated for the prope1ty and a summary of 
the provisions of any ownership or maintenance thereof, identification of all land that will 
become common or public land, and any other evidence necessary to indicate compliance 
with this by-law. 

5444. The site plan shall be accompanied by drainage calculations by a registered 
professional engineer. Storm drainage design must conform to Town of Dighton 
subdivision regulations. 

5445. The Planning Board may require a DIS as set forth in §5300, above. 

5450. Waiver of Compliance. 
The Planning Board may, upon written request of the applicant, waive any of the requirements of 
§5400 where the project involves relatively simple development plans or constitutes a minor site 
plan. 

5460. Minor Site Plan. 
Applications for permits to build, alter or expand any nonresidential building, structure or use in 
any district where such construction will not exceed a total gross floor area of 2000 square feet, 
and will not generate the need for more than IO parking spaces, shall be deemed a minor site 
plan. For the purposes of computing the total gross floor area of a minor site plan, the Planning 
Board shall aggregate all such applications made within the five (5) previous calendar years. 
Unless otherwise waived at the request of the applicant per §5450, minor site plans shall set forth 
all of the infotmation required by §5440; provided, however, that the scale of the site plan may 
be I" 80', and the plan may depict topographical contours at intervals available on maps 
provided by the United States Geological Survey, and need not be prepared professionally. 

5470. Approval. 
Site Plan approval shall be granted upon determination by the Planning Board that the plan meets 
the following objectives. The Planning Board may impose reasonable conditions at the expense 
of the applicant, including performance guarantees, to promote these objectives. New building 
construction or other site alteration shall be designed in the Site Plan, after considering the 
qualities of the specific location, the proposed land use, the design of building form, grading, 
egress points, and other aspects of the development, so as to: 

5471. Minimize the volume of cut and fill, the number of removed trees 6" caliper or 
larger, the length of removed stone walls, the area of wetland vegetation displaced, the 
extent of storm water flow increase from the site, soil erosion, and threat of air and water 
pollution; 

5472. Maximize pedestrian and vehicular safety both on the site and egressing from it; 

5473. Minimize obstruction of scenic views from publicly accessible locations; 

5474. Minimize visual intrusion by controlling the visibility of parking, storage, or other 



outdoor service areas viewed from public ways or premises residentially used or zoned; 

5475. Minimize glare from headlights and lighting intrusion; 

5476. Minimize unreasonable departure from the character, materials, and scale of 
buildings in the vicinity, as viewed from public ways and places. 

5477. Minimize contamination of groundwater from on-site waste-water disposal 
systems or operations on the premises involving the use, storage, handling, or 
containment of hazardous substances; 

54 78. Provide adequate access to each structure for fire and service equipment and 
adequate provision for utilities and stormwater drainage consistent with the functional 
requirements of the Planning Boards Subdivision Rules and Regulations; 

5479. Ensure compliance with the provisions of this Zoning by-law, including parking 
and landscaping. 

5480. Lapse. 
Site plan approval shall lapse after one year from the grant thereof if a substantial use thereof has 
not sooner commenced except for good cause. Such approval may, for good cause, be extended 
in writing by the Planning Board upon the written request of the applicant. 

5490. Regulations and Fees. 
The Planning Board may adopt and from time to time amend reasonable regulations for the 
administration of these Site Plan guidelines. The Planning Board may adopt reasonable 
administrative fees and technical review fees for site plan review. 

5491. Any decision of the Planning Board made pursuant to this §5400 shall be 
appealed to a court of competent jurisdiction is accordance with the provisions of G. L. c. 
40A, §17. 
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